
MONTHLY UPDATE July 1—31, 2015 

 

 
ALLIANCE FOR SOCIAL DIALOGUE- ARCHIVING PROJECT  1 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The preliminary draft of the constitution reached the people after a long wait. Despite opposition in 

a few places, people enthusiastically gave their suggestions. There were wide-ranging suggestions 

from government and non-government sector as well. But there was confusion on the date of 

promulgation of the constitution through this fast-track process; they kept postponing the date. The 

major parties also failed to take into confidence the parties opposing the constitution-drafting 

process. Problems also appeared when suggestions from the parties contradicted the decisions of 

the leaders. The environment for promulgation of the constitution was further muddled due to the 

tendency of taking one decision and saying another thing in speeches.  

New constitution among the people 

According to the Constituent Assembly Regulations, the preliminary draft of the constitution should 

have been made available to the Constituent Assembly members seven days before submitting to 

the Constituent Assembly. However, to expedite the process, Constituent Assembly suspended the 

provision, and accordingly a preliminary draft of the constitution was submitted to the Constituent 

Assembly. While discussing on the draft constitution, Constituent Assembly members became 

divided on the issue of demarcation and naming of the states to be settled later or now. Congress 

Constituent Assembly member Bimalendra Nidhi stressed that a federal constitution without 

demarcation and name of the states should not be promulgated.1 

On June 27, the Constituent Assembly directed the Committee on Citizen Relations and Public 

Opinion Collection to submit a report with suggestions from the people within 15 days. The 

committee expedited the process of collecting suggestions from the people. July 20 and 21 were 

designated as days for the Constituent Assembly members to collect the suggestions, and additional 

measures were put in place to collect people’s suggestions. The government also decided to provide 

the use of helicopters to Constituent Assembly members who had to take difficult roads or to places 

that would take a long time to travel. The Constituent Assembly secretariat also sent its officers to 

the districts with copies of the draft of the constitution to facilitate the collection of suggestion by 

the Constituent Assembly members. According to the Committee, to collect suggestions from the 

citizens, 5000 copies of the Nepal Gazette, 230,000 copies of the draft constitution, and 100,000 

copies of a booklet with features of the draft constitution were printed at the central level. 

Congress president and Prime Minister Sushil Koirala, UML chairperson KP Sharma Oli, UCPN (M) 

chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal and others addressed the people urging them to provide 

suggestions. Representing the international community Nepal, UN Resident Representative in Nepal 

                                                                 
1
 Budhathoki, Bishnu. Government minister opposes the draft constitution. Retrieved August  2, 2015 from 
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issued a press conference expressing their happiness that people had the opportunity to provide 

suggestions to the draft of the constitution. 

To make the suggestion collection process large and effective, the government decided to declare 

July 20 and July 21 public holidays when the Constituent Assembly members would be collecting 

the suggestions.  On those two days, some obstruction was created in a few places. UCPN (M) 

chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal who had reached Siraha to collect public opinion was pelted with 

stones and UML leader Madhav Kumar Nepal was attacked in Rautahat.  

In Tarai, Samyukta Loktantrik Madhesi Morcha tried to obstruct the parties, and in Makawanpur, 

RPP (Nepal) attempted to obstruct the process. The Morcha called a banda in seven Tarai districts 

during the suggestions collection period. Claiming that the police had suppressed its leaders and 

cadre, RPP (Nepal) called a Nepal banda in Makawanpur and other a few districts on July 22. 

According to the directions of the Constituent Assembly, the Committee on Citizen Relations and 

Public Opinion Collection had to submit its report by July 23. However, due to the delay in reports 

from Constituent Assembly members who had reached different districts, the report of the 

Committee was also delayed. 

After the public suggestions were incorporated in the preliminary draft of the constitution, 

Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) attempted to amend various issues missing 

from the suggestions and correct other issues. Then the senior leaders of the four parties gave the 

responsibility of making a list of these suggestions to their respective chief whips. After the 

suggestions from the public, Constituent Assembly secretariat prepared a draft timetable to 

promulgate the constitution by mid-August. 

On July 27, the Committee on Citizen Relations and Public Opinion Collection submitted its report 

that included the suggestions from the public to Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash Chandra 

Nemwang. According to the Committee, during the opinion-collection process, 184,674 people 

participated from within Nepal and 153,193 suggestions were received. Another 33,753 

suggestions were sent through website, email, toll-free number, fax, postal system, and directly 

delivered to the committee. In addition, 4995 suggestions were received from abroad. 

According to the Committee, the people have suggested rewriting the preamble as it is too long, 

removing socialism from the preamble, and adding full press freedom. Similarly, they have also 

suggested adding religious freedom, making Nepal a Hindu nation with religious freedom, making 

the cow the national animal, provision for citizenship through mother, political rights also for non-

resident Nepalis, demarcation and naming of the states from the Constituent Assembly, directly 

elected presidential system. In addition, other suggestions included a minimum educational 

qualification for members of parliament, limiting parliamentarians to two terms, a permanent 

constitutional court. ‘The suggestions after discussion of the draft of the constitution or reaction to 

the future constitution has created an ownership in Nepali people,’ states the report of the 

Committee. 
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Then the leaders started again to discuss on the issues of the constitution. They agreed to further 

clarify the provisions on citizenship and religion. UML central committee meeting decided to hold 

serious discussions with all stakeholders to include maximum number of suggestions from the 

people and make promulgating the constitution by mid-August its central focus.2 

On July 28, the report of the Committee was presented to the Constituent Assembly. After two days 

of discussion, the Constituent Assembly took a decision to send the report to the Constitutional-

Political Dialogue and Consensus Committee to include the suggestions from the people and gave 

the Committee four days. 

On July 30, the Dialogue Committee formed a high-level committee under its chairperson Baburam 

Bhattarai with senior leaders from Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) to forge 

consensus on the disputed issues of the constitution. Then the senior leaders focused on including 

the suggestions from the people and forging consensus on the disputed issues. 

Madhesi and RPP out 

Tarai-Madhes-centred four central parties and RPP (Nepal) expressed their dissatisfaction at the 

constitution-drafting process. On July 3, Tarai-Madhes Loktantrik Party, Sanghiya Samajvadi Forum 

(Nepal), Sadbhawana Party, and Tarai-Madhes Sadbhawana Party leaders reached the Indian 

Embassy and expressed their reactions on the constitution-drafting process. ‘We went to see him 

(the ambassador) to clarify our position and accusations against us’3, TMLP leader Hridayesh 

Tripathi said, 

The four Madhes-centred parties opposing the constitution-drafting process boycotted the regular 

Constituent Assembly meetings after putting their opinions. RPP (Nepal) continued its slogan-

shouting. It was opposed to the provision of proselytising in the fundamental rights. On July 4, 

Constituent Assembly obstruction ended after Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) 

clarified that proselytisation is not one of the fundamental rights. They also agreed to not put any 

terms that might indicate the right to proselytisation.4 

Chairperson of Sadbhawana Party Rajendra Mahato warned of blockading Kathmandu if their 

issues were not included in the draft of the constitution.5 

RPP (Nepal) focused its protests on keeping Nepal a Hindu nation and made its protest 

programmes public. It also termed the public opinion collection a sham and decided not to 

participate in the process. Sanghiya Samajvadi Forum (Nepal) claimed that important rights spelled 

out in the Interim Constitution had been removed. ‘This has proposed centralised and controlled or 

                                                                 
2
 Press release by UML on July 28, 2015. 

3
 Madhesi leaders at the Indian Embassy. Retrieved August 4, 2015 from http://setopati.com/raajneeti/30367/. 

4
 Phuyal, Rajendra. July 5, 2015. Obstruction removed. The Kantipur Daily, p1. 

5
 Mahato warns of blockading Kathmandu by cutting off supplies. Retrieved August 2, 2015 from 

http://setopati.com/raajneeti/30421/. 
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federalism only in name. Inclusive democracy has been side-lined. Federalism and identity is at 

risk,6’ Forum (Nepal) clarified its reasons for its protests. 

Samyukta Loktantrik Madhesi Morcha called for Madhes banda to foil the public opinion process. 

Claiming that some of its cadres were arrested and injured, it said, ‘Samyukta Loktantrik Madhesi 

Morcha’s protests will continue for discrimination-free, proportional inclusive, federal republican 

democratic Nepal as per the agreements and memoranda from the past movements’.7 

As the parties were engaged in boycotting and protests, UCPN (M) chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

held separate talks with parties not in the constitution-drafting process. However, Sanghiya 

Samajvadi Forum (Nepal) chairperson Upendra Yadav insisted that talks with the parties would 

take place only if the past agreements will be implemented. Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum 

(Loktantrik) called on the Madhes-centred parties to come for talks. However, the parties rejected 

the call. Then Prime Minister Sushil Koirala held talks with TMLP chairperson Mahantha Thakur 

and CPN (Maoist) chairperson Mohan Vaidya. Madhes-centred parties continued protests stating 

that constitution without demarcation and names would not be acceptable to them. 

President active 

President Ram Baran Yadav also became dissatisfied after the four parties decided to promulgate a 

constitution without demarcation and names of the eight states. He was of the opinion that even if it 

takes some time the constitution should be promulgated only after deciding on all issues. And on 

July 10, President Yadav met Congress president and Prime Minister Sushil Koirala, UML 

chairperson KP Sharma Oli, UCPN (M) chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal, and Forum (Loktantrik) 

chairperson Bijaya Kumar Gachchedar. During the meeting, the President provided seven 

suggestions including not putting off disputed issues of the constitution but instead resolving 

them.8  

Meeting the Janajati and Madhesi communities who had been dissatisfied with the constitution-

drafting process, President Yadav suggested the leaders to promulgate a constitution with 

ownership of all the communities. The President urged the political parties not to shorten the 

constitution-drafting process in the name of fast-track. In the meeting with Constituent Assembly 

chairperson Subash Chandra Nemwang on July 24, President Yadav urged him not to shorten the 

constitution-drafting process. 

                                                                 
6
 A booklet ‘Why opposition to the draft of the Constitution of Nepal 2015?’ by chairperson of Samajvadi Forum 

Nepal Upendra Yadav on July 20, 2015. 
7
 Press release by Samyukta Loktantrik Madhesi Morcha on July 21, 2015. 

8
 a) on the issue of national sovereignty and indivisibility, b) on the issue of institutionalisation of republicanism, 

democracy, and federalism, c) it would be better to pay attention to independence of the judiciary and 
constitutional bodies and independence from civilian control and professionalism of the security forces (especially 
the Nepal Army). In addition, it would be appropriate to pay attention to their balance of power and 
accountability. d) people are sovereign and there should be a guarantee and protection of their rights. e) rule of 
law should be strengthened. f) let’s not put off the disputed issues, resolve them. g) there should be guarantee of 
press freedom. (seven suggestions by the president on the draft of the constitution) Retrieved August 3, 2015 from 
http://www.onsnews.com/suggestion-by-president/ 
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Many active to have their say 

Government and private sector were very active in having their suggestions included in the 

constitution. On July 5, the Supreme Court’s draft-constitution study committee submitted its 

report with the recommendation that a constitutional court is not needed. In the report, the 

Supreme Court suggested a provision of ‘a specialised constitutional court within the Supreme 

Court and a Supreme Court justice to look after the cases by [suggesting] removing a constitutional 

court that to parallel the Supreme Court’9. 

Federation of Nepali Journalist urged Constituent Assembly chairperson Nemwang in a meeting to 

not put any provision that would restrict press freedom. Similarly, the Dalit community staged a 

protest in the capital demanding that the issues included in the Interim Constitution be 

incorporated in the new constitution in the unaltered form. 

Meeting chairperson Nemwang, Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) 

urged that its authority be not removed. Nepal Police not only demanded for its authority but also 

demanded that the word ‘police’ removed from the Armed Force Police. Nepal Bar Association 

demanded a provision of re-appointment in the constitutional bodies. 

There were protests in Sunsari, Pokhara and other places demanding a Hindu nation in the 

constitution. Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) leaders held separate discussions 

with chiefs of constitutional bodies. They stated that rights were being attempted to be restricted in 

the new constitution and urged them not to do so. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Kalyan 

Shrestha stated that a constitutional court is not needed and recommended increasing the number 

of justices; chairperson of National Human Rights Commission Anup Raj Sharma warned against 

encroaching upon its independence; Public Service Commission chairperson Umesh Mainali 

suggested removing the provision of public service commissions in the states; Acting Election 

Commission Chief Dolakh Bahadur Gurung suggested putting a threshold and giving the authority 

to the Commission to declare election dates; and CIAA chief Lokman Singh urged its authority to be 

broadened.10 

Leaders postpone the deadline 

The parties who had signed the 16-point agreement and Constituent Assembly chairperson 

Nemwang did not seem firm on the date of the promulgation and the framework of the constitution. 

Prime Minister Sushil Koirala stated that demarcation would be done after the promulgation of the 

constitution. After President Yadav suggested that the constitution should be promulgated after 

finalising the demarcation of the states, Constituent Assembly chairperson on July 11 stated that the 

constitution would be promulgated only after demarcating the states. Nemwang also claimed that if 

the leaders wished, the demarcation would be concluded within half an hour.11 

                                                                 
9
 Constitutional court not needed. July 6, 2015. The Kantipur daily, p1. 

10
 Khanal, Durga. ‘There should be no parliamentary monitoring.’ July 30, 2015. The Kantipur Daily, p1. 

11
 Basnet, Balkrishna. July 12, 2015. ’constitution only after demarcation’. The Kantipur Daily, p1. 
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Then senior Congress leader Sher Bahadur Deuba also claimed that constitution with demarcation 

would be promulgated. He also held informal talks with Madhes-centred parties.12 

The July 16 meeting of UML standing committee protested that the comment by the prime minister 

was against the 16-point agreement. On July 27, in a meeting with Madhesi intellectuals, UCPN (M) 

leader Baburam Bhattarai stated that there was an agreement to promulgate a constitution with 

demarcation of states. In the meeting, UCPN (M) leader Bhattarai lobbied for a directly elected 

executive. 

Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum leaders stated that the constitution would be promulgated 

within August 5.13 The next week, a meeting of Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) 

took place where an agreement in principle to promulgate the constitution within August 10 was 

reached. On July 25, Prime Minister Koirala claimed that the constitution would be promulgated 

within August 15. On the same day, Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) leaders met 

Constituent Assembly chairperson Nemwang and urged him to promulgate the constitution within 

August 15. 

Discussion within parties 

Discussions on the constitution took place within the parties. There was pressure in the meeting of 

the Congress parliamentary party to conclude federalism from the Constituent Assembly. Majority 

of the members insisted that the order of the Supreme Court and the demands of the dissatisfied 

parties should not be ignored and pressured the party leadership to conclude the disputed issues of 

name of the states and demarcation from the Constituent Assembly itself.14 The Congress meeting 

also suggested retaining the Constituent Assembly until the issue of federalism was resolved. In the 

meantime, there was criticism of leadership in the UCPN (M) parliamentary party meeting for 

agreeing to federalism without name and demarcation of the states. The July 7 meeting of UCPN (M) 

office bearers decided on discussions with other parties to finalise the names of the states now. 

UML held extensive discussion on the suggestions from the public. Majority of the speakers during 

the UML politburo meeting suggested directly elected executive. In the central committee meeting, 

chairperson KP Sharma Oli stated that diverting from the 16-point agreement would lead to the 

constitution not being drafted immediately. 

Policies and programmes passed 

Pre-budget discussion took place in the legislature-parliament. Then on July 8, President Ram 

Baran Yadav tabled the government’s policies and programmes. After discussion, the policies and 

programmes were passed on July 12. Before the new budget for a new fiscal year was tabled, 59 

Constituent Assembly members from different political parties met Prime Minister Sushil Koirala 

and demanded that the amount for constituency development fund be raised to NRs 10 million.  
                                                                 
12

 Basnet, Basant. July 13, 2015. Attempts to solve demarcation speed up. The Kantipur Daily, p1. 
13

 August 5, 2015. The Kantipur TV. 
14

 Neupane, Kulchandra. July 4, 2015. Pressure to conclude federalism from Constituent Assembly itself. The 
Kantipur Daily, p1. 
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On July 14, the government tabled a budget of NRs 819 billion, which included NRs two million for 

constituency development fund and NRs 15 million for each electoral constituency. In the previous 

year’s budget, NRs 1.5 million was set aside for constituency development fund and NRs 10 million 

was budgeted for each electoral constituency. 

Conclusion 

Although the political parties stated that the work on the constitution would start on a fast-track, 

the pace did not take place accordingly. The public opinion collection increased ownership of the 

people, but the importance that the suggestions should have been given during the preparation of 

the report on the process was not accorded. Despite claims that suggestions from the public would 

be included in the constitution, there was no basis to believe the claims because the mass media 

had reported that most of the suggestions had been against the past agreements of the political 

parties. In addition, looking at the history and positon of the political parties, there was no room for 

them to shift from their past stances. Repeated postponement of the date of the promulgation of the 

constitution raised suspicions that it would be promulgated within August 15. 
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 Major Political Developments 

July 1 

 Meeting of legislature-parliament. Discussion on pre-budget. 

July 2 

 Meeting of Congress parliamentary party criticises leadership for faulty constitution-drafting 
process. 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly suspends the seven-day provision for Constituent Assembly 
members to study reports. 
 

July 3: 

 Leaders of Tarai-Madhes Loktantrik Party, Sanghiya Samajvadi Forum (Nepal), Sadbhawana 
Party, and Sanghiya Samajvadi Party leaders in Indian Embassy. Express their opinions on the 
constitution-drafting process. 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly. Discussion starts on the preliminary draft of the constitution. 
RPP (Nepal) stages slogans. 

 Meeting of Congress parliamentary party draws attention of leadership to the omission of 
pluralism from the draft. Puts pressure to conclude the issues of federalism from the 
Constituent Assembly. 

 Meeting of UCPN (M) parliamentary party criticises leadership for agreeing to federalism 
without name and demarcation. 
 

July 4 

 Talks among Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and RPP (Nepal) agree to not put proselytising as one 
of the fundamental rights. Obstruction of Constituent Assembly is removed. 

July 5 

 Meeting of Congress parliamentary party suggests that the Constituent Assembly should not be 
turned into a parliament until the issue of federalism is settled. 

 Sadbhawana Party chairperson Rajendra Mahato warns of blockading Kathmandu if the 
demands of Madhes are not included in the draft of the constitution. 

 RPP (Nepal) announces protest programmes with demands including re-establishment of a 
Hindu nation. 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly; boycott by four Madhes-centred parties. 
 The draft report study committee of the Supreme Court submits its report with 

recommendations including there being no need for a constitutional court. 
 

July 6 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly. Discussion on the preliminary draft of the constitution. 
Congress leader Bimalendra Nidhi stresses that a constitution without demarcation and name 
should not be promulgated. 
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July 7 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly. Discussion on the preliminary draft of the constitution. 
Directs the Committee on Citizen Relations and Public Opinion Collection to submit a report 
with suggestions from the people within 15 days. 

 Meeting of office bearers of UCPN (M) decides to hold discussions with other parties to settle 
the issues of demarcation of states. 
 

July 8 

 President Ram Baran Yadav presents the government’s policies and programmes in the 
parliament. 

July 9 

 The Committee on Citizen Relations and Public Opinion Collection starts collecting suggestions 
from the people. 

July 10 

 President Ram Baran Yadav meets Congress president Sushil Koirala, UML chairperson KP 
Sharma Oli, UCPN (M) chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal, and Forum (Loktantrik) chairperson 
Bijaya Kumar Gachchedar and urges them to promulgate the constitution only after resolving 
the disputed issues. 

 Discussion on the policies and programmes of the government. UCPN (M) tables an 
amendment motion. 

 Representing the international community Nepal, UN Resident Representative in Nepal issued 
a press conference expressing their happiness that people had the opportunity to provide 
suggestions to the draft of the constitution. 

 Meeting of Congress central working committee decides to hold its general convention on 
September 19. 

 Constitutional-Political Dialogue and Consensus Committee in its reply to the Supreme Court 
states that the 16-point agreement is not related to the Constituent Assembly. 

 

 July 11 

 Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash Chandra Nemwang states that the constitution will 
be promulgated only after finalising the demarcation of the states. 

July 12 

 Federation of Nepali Journalists submits a memorandum to Constituent Assembly chairperson 
Subash Chandra Nemwang and suggests to not include any provisions that would restrict press 
freedom. 

 Janajati and Madhesi intellectuals meet President Ram Baran Yadav. Yadav suggests the 
leaders to promulgate a constitution that would have ownership of all the communities. 

 Meeting of legislature-parliament. The government’s policies and programmes endorsed. 
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 59 Constituent Assembly members from different parties meet Prime Minister Sushil Koirala 
and urge him to increase the budget for election constituency development programme to NRs 
10 million. 
 

July 13  

 Meeting of RPP (Nepal) parliamentary party decides not to take part in the sham public 
opinion collection process. 

 Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) leaders in Jhapa. State that the constitution 
will be promulgated within August 10. 
 

July 14 

 Cadres of Nepal Students Union attack its chairperson and Constituent Assembly member 
Ranjit Karna. 

 Finance minister Ram Sharan Mahat presents a budget of NRs 819 billion. Main opposition 
UCPN (M) accuses the government of being weak-kneed. 

 Dalit community and civil society stage a protest in the capital demanding that provisions 
relating to Dalit from the Interim Constitution should be included as it is. 
 

July 15 

 Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) submits a memorandum to 
Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash Chandra Nemwang and urges its authority not be 
curtailed. 

July 16 

 Meeting of UML standing committee objects to the statement by Prime Minister Sushil Koirala 
that is against the 16-point agreement. 

July 17 

 Meeting of the Council of Ministers decides to make July 20 and 21 public holidays to help 
collect public opinion on the draft of the constitution. 

July 18 

 Nepal Police submits a memorandum to Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash Chandra 
Nemwang, demands removing ‘police’ from Armed Police Force. 

 RPP (Nepal) burns the draft of the constitution in Bhaktapur stating that the word secular is 
mentioned in it. 
 

July 20 

 Constituent Assembly members collect public opinion on the draft of the constitution. 
Obstruction in a few areas in the Madhes. 

 Stones pelted at UCPN (M) chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal who had reached Siraha to collect 
public opinion. UML leader Madhav Kumar Nepal is attacked in Rautahat. 
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July 21  

 Samyukta Loktantrik Madhesi Morcha calls a banda in several Tarai districts. 
 Nepal Bar Association submits a memorandum to Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash 

Chandra Nemwang, demanding provision of re-appointment to constitutional bodies. 
 

July 22 

 RPP (Nepal) calls a banda in various places in Tarai including Hetauda, alleging repression. 

July 23 

 Deadline given to the Committee on Citizen Relations and Public Opinion Collection to collect 
and submit its report on the suggestions from the public is over. 

July 24 

 Netra Bikram Chand-led CPN (Maoist) calls a Nepal banda. A few vehicles vandalised. 
 Meeting of senior leaders of Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik). Agreement in 

principle to promulgate the constitution on August 10. 
 Meeting between President Ram Baran Yadav and Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash 

Chandra Nemwang. The President urges not shortening the constitution-drafting process.  
 UCPN (M) chairperson Pushpa Kamal Dahal meets the leaders of parties not involved in the 

constitution-drafting process individually. 
 

July 25 

 Prime Minister Sushil Koirala claims that the constitution will be promulgated by August 15. 
 Senior leaders from Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) meet Constituent 

Assembly chairperson Subash Chandra Nemwang and urge him to prepare a timetable to 
promulgate the constitution within August 10. 

 Meeting of UML politburo stresses going for directly elected executive. 
 Chairperson of Dialogue Committee Baburam Bhattarai starts a campaign to create an 

atmosphere for a directly elected executive president. 
 Meeting of senior leaders from Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) decides to 

add and amend issues based on the suggestions from the people. 
 

July 26 

 Meeting of senior leaders from Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) give the 
responsibility of going through the suggestions from the people and making a list of them to 
the chief whips of the parties. 

 Meeting of UML central committee. Chairperson KP Sharma Oli states that diverting from the 
16-point agreement would lead to the constitution not being drafted immediately. 

 The Constituent Assembly secretariat prepares a timetable to promulgate the constitution by 
August 10. 
 

July 27 

 Protests in Pokhara and Sunsari demanding that Nepal be declared a Hindu nation. 
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 Talks among Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik). Commitment to draft the 
constitution on time according to the 16-point agreement. 

 The Committee on Citizen Relations and Public Opinion Collection submits its report that 
includes the suggestions from the public to Constituent Assembly chairperson Subash Chandra 
Nemwang. 

 Meeting of senior leaders from Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik). Chief whips 
inform the leaders on the suggestions from the public. 

 Dialogue Committee chairperson Baburam Bhattarai holds discussion with Madhesi 
intellectuals. States that there has already been agreement on the constitution with 
demarcation of the states. 
 

July 28 

 Meeting of senior leaders from Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) agrees to 
further clarify the issues of citizenship and religion. 

 Chairperson of Sanghiya Samajvadi Forum (Nepal) Upendra Yadav holds a press conference. 
States there will be talks only after implementation of past agreements. 

 Chairperson of Constitutional-Political Dialogue and Consensus Committee Baburam Bhattarai 
consults experts. Stresses on directly elected executive. 

 Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) call Tarai-Madhes-centred parties for talks. 
Madhesi parties reject the call. 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly. The report of the Committee on Citizen Relations and Public 
Opinion Collection is presented. 
 

July 29 

 Congress, UML, UCPN (M), and Forum (Loktantrik) hold separate discussions with chiefs of the 
constitutional bodies. Suggestions not to curtail their authorities. 

 Senior Congress leader Sher Bahadur Deuba claims that a constitution with demarcation of the 
states would be promulgated. 

 Chairperson of Sanghiya Samajvadi Forum (Nepal) Upendra Yadav states that a constitution 
without federalism and inclusion would not be acceptable to him. 

 Prime Minister Sushil Koirala holds separate talks with CPN (Maoist) chairperson Mohan 
Vaidya and TMLP chairperson Mahantha Thakur who had been unhappy with the constitution-
drafting process. 

 Meeting of Constituent Assembly. Decision to send the report of the Committee on Citizen 
Relations and Public Opinion Collection to the Constitutional-Political Dialogue and Consensus 
Committee to take ownership of the suggestions of the people within four days. 
 

July 30 

 Meeting of Constitutional-Political Dialogue and Consensus Committee forms a high-level 
committee of senior leaders from the four parties with Baburam Bhattarai as its coordinator. 

July 31 

 Meeting of the high-level committee. Attempts to achieve consensus on the suggestions from 
the people.  


